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COMMUNITY MAGAZIUWE

Issue No. 36 SEPTEMBER, 1979.

EDITORIAL

Far from being a 'skeleton' issue, as anticipated,
the magazine this month has a load of material (pardon
the pun!) concerning the present controversial issue of
the Lodes, which concerns us all. Jenny Johnsan feels
strongly that the Lodes should be maintained, and with
the recent publicity it seems opportune to print her
article now. : ' '

You will find a form on the back page, asking you
to send your signature to both our District and County
Councillors in support of the Lodes - but with provision
for disagreement if you do not wish them to be retained,
If notice is to be taken of the wishes of the residents,
representations have to be made at each level of local
government ,

By the time this magazine is distributed, the long
school holiday will be nearing its end. I hope you have
all enjoyed a holiday in some form or other, and that
parents aren't over-exhausted, both physically and finan-
cially - new school uniforms are a major expense in many
families, these days,

Our thanks go to Rosie, in particular (Geoffrey
- Woollard's secretary) for typing last month's issue,
Look at the number of this one, again. Did you realise
that we have been running fov three years? Let the -
editor have your contributions please, however small, as
our thriving magezine looks forward to another year,

With best wishes to you all, . {
s
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Planning . Appllcatlons - for Mr. R. C. P. Scott, Mr., J. O. Robinson and
X Mrs. C. M, G. Waite h%ve been approved,

Completidﬁ~of Wells Close:

. As the District Council are still unable to complete this project,
we are writing to them asking if they would be prepared to sell off the
plots privately in order to satisfy a .demand for local housing.

Reach Lode: A great deal of time was spent discussing the future of the

:  Lode and it was decided that we should invite all interested:
partlﬂs to participate in a walk along the banks of the Lode so they -
could see for themselves just what condition it is in and what needs to be
done in order to bring it up to standard and maintain it at the high level
system, ‘It was therefore suggested that this walk should take place on
the afternoon of Sundey 12th August, followed by g Public Meeting the next
evening in the Village Hall where everyone could air their views so as to
establish whether or not we wanted to retain the Lode and if we are pre-
pared to help offset some of the costs,

wr%
-~ 0PEN MEETIDNG

to discuss

~ THE TODES SITUATION

- TUESDAY 4th SEPTEMBER 1979 at 8 p.m,’

Friends Meeting House, Jesus Lane, Cambridge.
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A. L. FULLER LTD., Tel: ELY 720346
95 Clay Street, g1

SOHAM, CAMBS. ///1J
|

- IF IT'S TFARM ELECTRICS - IT MUST BE FULLE R,S
. e
N.I.C.E.C. Electrical Contractor's Association. QVA

DON'T DITCH OUR LODES !

The regular Shire Hall contribution is replaced in this month's
'Out of Reach' by blatant propagenda, and I make no apology for it.

The County Council was recently recommended to accept the demo-~
lition of the Cambridgeshire Lodes, but fortunately members of the
Plarming Committee agreed to defer execution by postponing a final
decision until October, by which time the views of those most affected
could be ascertained. All the villages in this area and many people,
young and old, from far and wide, are affected, and most would be
horrified to see the destruction of these historic waterways.

Those who would extinguish the ancient rights of the people have
a fight on their hands at every stage, but your :re presentatives need
your active support. I hope residents of Reach who feel sufficiently
concerned will be able, at least, to write to the Chairmen of the
County Council and Fast Cambridgeshire District Council to seek their
help. The major Authorities have the solution in their power and with
the Anglian Water Authority can save our Lodes.

* I and your other Councillors cannot fight alone and we need help
now, as our Lodes are under greater threat than ever before, and may
be replaced by mere ditches or just bulldozed in. Can we allow this
to happen?

GEOFFREY WOOLLARD
County Councillor,

KKk

HOUSDEN BROTHERS
For all types of Agricultural Contracting

Manor Farm, Newmarket 741252
REACH, Newmarket 741386
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FROM AHE VICAR -

: I ‘write on the 7th August, kept in the western church as the Feast of

the Name of Jesus since the Franciscans popularlsed it in the early
15th century.

That name is suddenly the centre of controversy again, the heart of it

- presented, you remember, first in a lengthy TV programme two or three
‘years ago by a Cambridge theologian, and more recently by a series of

essays published under the title of 'The Myth of God Incarnate'. The
nub of the question is Jesus! identity, the-guestion the world has

been asking ever since Jesus himself put it to us in his great challenge,
"What think yc of Christ?! ‘

The gist of that programme, after first firmly establishing the exis-
tence of Jesus as an historical personality, was that he is simply, and
only, the supreme witness to God and his kingdom. The main bulk of the
New Testament, however, takecs a more drastic view, and insists that in
encountering the person of Jesus we are encountering the personality,
the power, the being, the mystery and identity of God himself,

Who is right? It is possible for the two sides to wrangle for ever
without seriously convincing each other, My own view is that one must
ultimately by-pass historical evidence and appeal to experience, by’
which I mean the power of Jesus to control and transform one's life, and
give human existence as a whole a purpose capable of making final sense
of its every phase and aspect, and all its disasters.

Our great English Country Parson, George Herburt Who died in 1633, once
put it in some moving lines called simply -

JESU

Jesu is in my heart, his sacred name
Is deeply carved there: but thfother week
A great affliction broke the little frame,
Ev'n all to pieces: which I went to seeks
And first I found the corner, where was J
Lifter, where B S, and next where U was graved.
When I had got these parcels, instantly
I sat me down to.spell them; and perceived™
That to my broken heart he was I ease you,

And to my whole is JESU,

The point about this appeal to experience is this: is any other being in
history capable of bearing the whole weight of one's heart's trust, that
absolute trust and total weight which we humans place in him for hope,
sanity and life itself? If not, 'if Jesus alone secems able to carry such
weight, what manner of b01ng was he? I find nothing purely human will
satisfy or meke sensc, and that when I look at him and wonder about him
I can reach no other verdict than that of Paul himself, that he was
indeed the fulness of the Godhead in bodily form. J.K.B.

= <
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44 DYKES END -

A FULLY LICENSED

FREE HOUSE
Tel. 741745
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HARVEST SUPPERS & FESTIVALS

Reach will be having a 'horkey', as I believe it is called, by
way of a Harvest Supper, in the Village Centre on Friday 5th October
at 7.00 p.m., when, in addition to good food we hope to have a good
film, St. Mary's will be holding theirs in the School on Saturday
6th October at 7.30 p.m. A small committee has been given the job
of providing us with suitable entertainment, Tickets will be avail-
able nearer the time. The Harvest Festival itself will be at St.
Mary's on the 7th at 9,30 a,m. and at Reach at Evensong at 6.30 p.m.

o J.K.B.

FROM THE CHURCHES
Worship in September: St. Mary's and Reach.

2nd  TRINITY XIT  8.00 a.m, Holy Communion (Reach)

1) 9.30 a.m. Matins and Bucharist (St. Mary's)
SR S 6.30 p.m, Visit to St. Augustine's,

. Wisbech for Patronal PFestival.
9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th TRINITY XIII, XIV, XV, XVI

9.30 a.m. Parish Communion (St. Mary's)
11,00 a.m, Family Communion (Reach)
6.30 p.n. Evensong (St. Mary's)

29th ST. MICHABL & ALL ANGELS
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (St. Mary's)

FHHHHH
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JOHN HARDIMENT (HEATING) LTD.  MAINTENANCE DIVISION

Immediate attention is now available to deal with your -
dripping tap, burst water pipe, failing solid fuel boiler,
W.C. flushing, gas boiler fault or oil boiler fault.

Regular maintenance to domestic and industrial systems -
0il, solid fuel or gas fired. Our qualified staff can
offer these various services by telephoning: BURWELL 741275
7.30 a.me - 5,30 pom, Mon - Fri, 7 30 a.mn. - 12 noon Sat.
Ask for Extension 10. :

QOCOOOOOOQOOQOQOQOCOCCOOQOOQOOOQCOOOL
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BRIDGEMAN & SONS ///

NEWSAGENTS

4 Chapel Lane, el
REACH, ' Newmarket 741129
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THE LODZ CAMPAIGN

Most residents will be aware of the present struggle to save the
lodes in the Reach, Burwell and Swaffham area. The Anglian Water
Authority (A.W.A.) are pressing to remove the existing high level drain-
age system because of the cost of repair (estimated at £1.6 million) and
to replace if with a low level ditch system which would requlre a smaller
initial outlay (estimated cost £0,75 million).

In 1972 the Water Board did state that a long term plan for repair
of the lodes was likely to be expensive; however, they agreed at that time
that the lodes were worth preserving for fishing and bosting and that
there should be no reduction in the extent of navigable water., It was in
1974 that the recommendation to alter the drainage system was made and
that proposal resulted in the setting up of the Lodes Preservation Consor-
tium which represents the Burwell Socicty, the boating and fishing organi-
sations and the District and County Councillors for the area concernéed.
There followed a local campaign in favour of maintaining the existing
gtructure, A decision by the AW.A. was deferred and many futile attempts
were made by the Burwell Society and Lodes Preservation Consortium during
the early 1970s to arrange consultations with the A.W.A. and to obtain
detailed engineers' reports which would clarify the extent of vital work
required along the lodes,

The present situation is that  the A.W.A., whilst favouring the low
level system, would be prepared to consider a 20 year programme of lode
repair. The cost of this could be in part covered by a grant from the
Ministry of Agriculture, of £900,000, but the remaining £700,000 would
have to be raised at the rate of £35,000 p.a. There is a possibility of
the County and District Councils giving substantial support, but there
would remain a sizeable sum which would have to be raised by appeals to
other interested bodies, such as the Parish Councils, lmenity and
Recreational Associations, and any other private or public bodies which
could be persuaded to help.

The figures given above refer only to the capital costs. There is
another factor which should be taken into account - maintenance costs,
According to 1975 figures, the cost of maintaining the low level gystem
was £8,000 p.a. compared with £2,000 for the lode system, i.e. the ditch
system would be four times as expensive in running costs. Surely there
is a discrepancy here which might be useful in offsetting the long term
repair programme for the lodeg?

At a meeting held in Commercial End on August 2nd it became apparent
thats- : '
-6 -



1. The County, District and Parish Councils are all in the | :
© - position of having limited funds.

2. How much they spend on different schemes is largely
determined by public pressure. Obviously expenditure
must reflect the public wish, therefore the more
pressure put on them, the more money they are likely
to set aside for this purpcse,

3. There is a strong argument for adopting the cheaper course
o of- action. and.thew are many:proponents of the low level’
scheme., Strong opposition is to be expected,

4., Time is short. . Although the story has a long history,
the sitvation is becoming urgent and any supportive
action for the preservation of the lodes must be prompt,
indeed very prompt. The District Council will be meeting
to discuss the issue on 10th SEPTEMBER, 1979. ’

It would be helpful, therefore, if residents would:-

a) Decide how much they value the Lodes as amenities. How many of the
local children in Reach find interest, amusement and productive pastimes
centre on the Lodes? How many adults enjoy them as active boaters,
fishers, walkers or simply as part of the character of our locality and
our National Heritage? Once destroyed, they can never be replaced.

b) If you decide that you are in favour of preserving what can, at
least, be described as an important part of our landscape, with the dual
function of drainage and leisure potential, then would you please ~

Watch the press for information, including notices of
public meetings.¥

Advertise the present situation in any way you can.

Put as much pressure on the local councillors and councils
as you can, and as soon as possible.

Agk for a car window sticker.

Lastly, I think people are often discouraged at the very thought
of campaigning against bureaucratic machines. Yes; the individual is a
very small cog; nevertheless, cogs there must be, Other such campaigns
have been fought successfully in Cambridgeshire before and I know it is
possible to win., Let's see your determination carry the day !

Jenny Johnson
The White House, Reach,
: bonesewed
{* Onc such mecting is announced on page 2 of this issue. Ed.)
XXXKXXXK

e W€ 2Te not OUT OF REACH - TFor prompt attention contact

J. L. NEWMAN & SON LTD.

The Mills,

. Swaf fham Bulbeok. Tels Cambridge 811215




~i  (Glass and China Silver and Brass

JO ANN DUDLEY C ff*\

ANTIQUE AND VICTORTAN FURNITURE (AW Ao
\« =
\\ \../

Upholstery Specialists. Houses cleared,
Cabinet making. Antique restorations
of all kinds.

Meadow House, : Newmarket 742171
Swaffham Prior.(Shop) Newmarket 742004
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WALKING ALONG REACH LODE

The purposeful mood in which a large number of people - 60 or
more - gathered at the Hythe on the afternoon of Sunday 12th August,
must have impressed any mere onlocker at the outset of the Reach Lode
Walk, as .indeed must the sight of our District and County Councillors
in unfamiliarly casual garb ! Riding in a grain lorry, or on a tractor-
towed trailer was, by contrast, an almost stately opening of the pro-
ceedings, much enjoyed by the younger generation, which provided a
‘successful mixing at the outset of all who were involved.

On'arrival at Upware, the Parish Council Chairman, Mr, Albert
Johnson, explained the high and low level systems of the waterways.
Some stalwarts set off immediately on the walk from Upware lock, whereas
the majority remained with the transport a little longer, and began
their exercise somewhat..nearer home, meeting the boat with its occupants
who had navigated the weed and water-lilies to encounter the party along
the way.

That the banks of the Lode have been neglected became evident as one
slipped and slithered along the wneven edges of the bank on the north side,
No doubt the fishermen were amuged at the sight of so many people traipsing
in single file, but the evidence of damage to crops caused by leakage and
erosion of the banks was clearly visible to the walkers whose under-
standing of the seriousness of the problem was enhanced by Albert Johnson's
commentary.

Sustained by a few welcome blackberries and the accompaniment of
larksong, the group found the mass of vegetation opening out to more
frequented paths, and thus returned to the Hythe, I felt sadly igno-
rant of the names of the wild flowers and plants through which we trod,
but confirmed in the opinion that the Lode should be maintained, as part
of our heritage and way of life., Many thanks to the Parish Councillors
who organised the walk, provided transport, and widened my knowledge of
the area. I7.B

Water Heaters : » _ Imnersion Heaters
RALPH G. S. WATERS
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

3 Tothill Road, Tel: Newmarket 741035
Swaffham Prior.
Industrial - _WIRING _ ~ Domestic

- 8 .-
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Flymo Dealer ;o Jet Petrol

MANCHETTS (BURWELL) LID.

M.0.T. Approved Testing Station
MOTOR AND AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS -

Néw & Used. Cars Supplled N _All Spares & Accessories
Ness Road Garage, Burwell. Tel: Newmarket 741228
1 0.0.6.0.0.00.00.080.0.0.0.9.000.0.000.00.0590080.0.4

SWAFFHAM PRIOR AND REACH YOUTH CLUB .

On 31st July, we held a Disco for members:and friends of the
Youth Club., We invited several other clubs and were pleased with
the turnout. - Jeff Double was our D.J. for the evening and we would
like to thank him and many others who helped to make the evening a
success, By the time you read this we shall have been .on a day trip
to Great Yarmouth.

We are'beginning to think about our autumn/winter programme
and if anyone would be prepared to come and talk to our members on a
gubject they think would be of interest, would they please contact
one of the leaders, i.e. Jeff Herring, Mervyn Wbolnough or Llnda
Sheldrick,

L.s.
RN

THE '/\E E l D F T Beglns Thursday 13th September
(:: L—' !! (:;555 7.30 p.m. in the Village Centre

Eaa

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE - C O M HUNITY CENTRE

The Community Centre at Bottisham now has a representative
secretary in each village of its catchment area. The secretary
for Reach.is Jenny Johnson, who will gladly receive and pass on
- requests for special courses, functions, meetings etc., and answer
requests for further information about activities at the Centre.

FXK

CANBRIDG“SHIRE CONSURVATLVE ASSGCIATION - R EAC H "BRANCH

Please note.that the next committee meeting Wlll be held at Fltzroy ?
Farm at 8.00 p.m. on Friday 14th September. Arrangements will be made
for the stall at Burwell Fair, and the Annual General Meeting in
Qctober,

i

The secretary will have-some C.P.C. bublications available for
borrowing, . or.they may be borrowed from Delver House on request. .

KRR J.B.

-9 -



SOCIETIES -~  CLUBS
- ASSOCIATIONS

FREE ADVERTISING SPACE
FOR ALL YOUR FUNCTTIONS

RING: NEWMARKET 741150

| "SMALL ADS" -
.. BUY AND SELL THROUGH
'0UT OF REACH'

Any adverﬁ. accepted.
10p per month prepaid
RING 741150

Qj)(:) ‘)/(:}tel WISH TO RETAIN THE LODES?
/Zl\r‘éi? :y/(;)luj izggiiiggtzhgzz towards the cost of

These were the gquestions put to those who packed the Village
Centre on the evening of Monday 13th August to attend a meeting
called by the Parish Council and chaired by Mr. Albert Johnson.

In his opening remarks, the chairman said that the A.W.A. had
mat the County and District Councils to ask for £15,000 a year for
the next twenty years to enable them to carry out the work needed
to put Reach, Swaffham Bulbeck and Burwell Lodes in order. Wicken
and Bottisham Lodes did not require extensive repairs at present,
and the alternative to spending this sum on the other three was 1o
make them unnecessary by deepening the low level system and building
another pumping station at Upware. The alternative would cost far
less than the upkeep of the Lodes, and.a Parliamentary Bill would be
needed in this case to suppress the obllgatlon of the A J.A. to
maintain these navigable waterways. The running costs of the low

level system, however, are already four tlmes greater than those of
the high level system, as the latter requlres no pumplng.

n half-penny rate 1evied on all the parishes covered by the
Lodes would raise about £4,000 pev anmum which would go some way
towards the amount quoted, A 4p rate levied in the three parishes
whose TLodes were threatened with closure would bring in about one
thousand pounds a year.

Questions and comments from the floor of the meeting threw into
relief the fact that, wherecas some Lodes have been adequately main-
tained, it appears Reach Lode has been neglected.

/Other
JOHN REED , ~ . RON. MORRIS.
Landscape Gardener | Pernleigh, Reach.,
 Handyman Service Makes Individual Pieces of
Estimates given free furniture, specialising in
10 Swaffham Road, Reach. copies of carved perled pleces.
Tels 742140 after 6 p.m, Commissions taken in oils,

- 10 -




Other sources of revenue had been explored without success.,
East Anglia ~ not being designated an 'assisted area'! - does not
qualify for a Eurogrant, and efforts to have the Lodes listed as being
of particular historical  interest have failed., At present, the \
system is paid for in part by the farmers whose land it serves and
a grant from the Ministry of Agriculture. :

That Reach Lode provides a much—valued leisure amenity and cven a

potential ¢crimec - £ orecine besides fakfdlling - ts function, has

been emphasgised on mdnry occasions, a statement which was borne out”

by the presence at the meeting of fishing and boating‘enthusiasts,

and the passing round of an article of unknown origin, giving some

the the Lodes' historic and economic background. Members of two
households who were unable to attend the meeting, had written to
express their support for the campaign, and the presence of repre-
sentatives on other public bodies added weight to the argument.

A vote taken on the desirability of retaining the Lodes pro-
duced a positive and unanimous result. One person, who was unwilling
to pay extra rates for this purpose pressed home a final point ~
that evidence was not available to show that rates already being

gathered for the use and upkeep of the Lodes was in fact being spent
on them,

It is hoped that all the parishes in the area will rally to
support the 'Lode Campaign'. The District and County Councils are
left in no doubt as to the wishes of its Reach inhabitants, and if
the A.W.A, feels their numbers are insignificant, just let them put
a Bill before Parliament and see !

J.B.
FH

BOTTISHAM VILL.GE COLLEGE MUSIC SOCIETY

The Society enjoyed two excellent concerts during the summer
term; both were box~office record breakers.

Members of the Society are entitled to reduced prices for all
concerts. For the remaining three concerts this year, membership
is offered at the reduced rate of 50p.

RING - Angela Humphreys, for details - Cambridge 822598,

Dates for the Autumn Term:  Friday Sth October 8 p.m.
Programme to be

arranged,
Friday 2nd November 8 p.m. THE OUNDLE
SOLOISTS
- Saturday 17th November 8 p.m., THE HAYDN
ORCHESTRA

 All ‘concerts are at the Village College, and are open to non-members.

H3eH
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"RECIPE

'BOILED! FRUIT CAKE

Ingredients: " 120zs, Mixed Fruit 4 ozs. Margvor Butter

2 oz. Glace Charries 4 ozs, Sugar
% tsp. Cinnamon ' 1 Egg
% tsp. Mixed Spice - % pint Water

8 ozs. Self-raising Flour

Method: Put sug%r, butter, fruit and water in pan.

: - - Simmer for 20 minutes.
Let cool, Add egg and stir in flour and spices.
Put in 7 inch greased tin.
Bake in moderate oven (300°F/150°C) for about 2 hrs.

JUST - TO REMIND YOU ==m-—eee

18th - ‘September - Friends of the School A.G.M. & School Open Dvenlng
19th - 23rd Seotember ~Exhibition of Work at St. Cyriac's
29th September - Harvest Dance, Swaffham Priox School
11th October '~ Committee Meeting, Parents & Friends of the School
5th November - Bonfire Night Party, Swaffham Prior,

THE YOUTH CLUB meets at the Village Hall, Swaffham Prior
EVERY TUESDAY 7.30 - 10.00 p.m. Membership 10p per week
Ages - 11 =~ 20 years NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

THE EDI TOR of 'Out of Reach' is pleased to receive articles
or letters for publication, by 20th of each month - a few days earlier

in Februvary, however ! Write to: Mrs. Jenny Johnson,
The White House,
REACH

or telephone NEWMARKET 741854

Rk
THE LODE CAMPAIGN

The following page asks for your signature and opinion
about the maintainance or removal of the Lodes. Reach
Lode is part of your village, so please fill these in
and hand them in at the Post Office Stores, or post them
direct -~ one each to Councillors Geoffrey Woollard and
Margaret Cook. (Addresses inside front cover.)

HHH
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IMPORTANT DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

REACH VILLAGE CENTRE

INVITES YOU TO A

HARVEST SUPPER DANCE

MUSIC BY PENTACLE
8,00p.m. - 11l.45p.m.

SATURDAY 29th SEPTEMBER 1979

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE FROM
ANTTA FOLKES AND OTHER COMMITTEE MEMBERS
£2.00 INCLUDING SUPPER BAR
TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND COME AND

SUPIP'ORT YOUR VILLAGE CENTRE

GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY - SAVE DISAPPOINTMENT = HAVE A SUPER TIME



To: Councillor Geoffrey Woollard

THE LODE CAMPAIGN

I DO/DO NOT* WISH TO KEEP THE LODES.

SIG}.\EBD LRI ISR S S A BN W N K]

D.A.TE P0G 0 s 00O N eD SSS

¥ Please delete as appropriate.

Add your address, if you wish, and any comments you feel relevant,

To: Councillor Mrs, Margaret Cook

THE LODE CAMPATGN

*
I DO/DO NOT WISH TO KEEP THE LODES.

SIGMD @eo0osece 00000800

A M
DATE ess00ceooebesos e

* Please delete as appropriate.

Add your address if you wish, and any comments you feel relevant.



